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MUSCAT: Bringing together
some ofthe flnestmusicians from
Oman and Italy, Bait A] Zubair is
supporting a new musical collabo-
ration between the two countdes.

Partne ng with the Omani
Oud Hobbyists' Association and
the Italian Quintet "Nomos"
with Emanuele Buzi, the two
ensembles will pedorm famous
melodies from Italian lt.lical op-
em, such as Rossini and Verdi, to
contemporary music from Mor'-

UIIIOUE EVEIT: The combination of European plucked string
instruments, the mandolin and guitar with the oud, in the context
o t  t he  t r ad i t i ona l  mus i c  o f  0man ,  c .n  be  seen  a -  r ep resen t i ng  a
signiJicant dialogue between cultures. -slppried!hoto

fcone, among othels, and tradi- "The concert'The Sounds oflta-ly
tional Omani pieces, along with and Oman' is the result ofa collab-
selections the two groups will omtion I have pronoted between
per{orm toget-her. the Conservatodo di Palermo, one

In the words ofthe Ambassador ofthe most ancient Italian music
of ltaly to Oman, Paola Amadei, acadenies, rmd the Oud Hob-

byists' Associatiorl. At the sane
time, it is a starting point for clos-
er artistic cooperation between
Italian and Omani musicians who
share not only a tlre love for mu-
sic and lbl their cultura.l and ar-
tistic he tages, but also a strong
desire to share with us some ofthe
melodies and rhythms character-
istic oftheir. music traditions."

Two worlds meet and merge
The musicians featuled in this
unique event ar'e from two coun-
tdes that arc apparendy only dif-
ferent in culture, but have great
similadties that emerge in music
- Italy and Oma[

The t\,vo worlds meet and merge
th]ough a repertoire of popular
music with ancient roots for the
acoustic €}litar, Itailan mandoiin
and the Arabian Oud.

The "Oud Hobbiysts' Associa-
tion", founded in 2005 under the
auspices of His Majesw Sultan
Qaboosbin Said, seeksto preserve
and pronote the musical hedtage
represented by the oud, an instru
ment particularly dear to Onunis.

The musicians of the "Oud
Hobbyists' Association" who will
participate in the conceri are Ni
bras ,Al Mullalf on the Oud, Wa
hab Al Dhanki, Kanun, Tahra A1
Balushia, Violin, Nasser Al Kindi,
Violin, and Al.rmed A.l Siyabion the
Ornani Percussion.

Quintet "Nomos" was estab-
lished in 2011 by Emanuele Buzi,
one of the most famous and tal-
ented mandolinists on the inter-
nationalscene and includes, Ra1'-
fa-.le Pullara, Mandolin, I4aurc
Schembri, Mandolin/Mandola,
Flavio D'Ambr4 Guitat Giovanni
Gonfaloni, Guitar, and Andrea
Scimd, Double Bass.

The Ensemble is strongly sup-
pofiedby the Conservatory "Vin
cenzo Bellini" of Palermo, one of
the oldest Italian conservatodes
and one of ltaly's most active
chamber music groups.

The combination of European
plucked string instruments, the
mandolin and guitar with the
oud, in the context of the tradi-
tiona.l music of Onan, can be
seen as replesenung a partrcu-
larly rare and significant dialogue
between cultures.

The concert is made possible
tharks to the support of the Ita-l-
ian Enbassy in Muscat, Bait Al
Zubail Foundation, Omarl AIab
Bank, ValvitaliaspA, Al Nah-
dha Overseas L.L.C., and Sering
IDteltlational.
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